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but their relations were different from those of four years before, when Marlborough was chiefly instrumental in bringing him into high office. Fundamentally they were, and had always been, in agreement in regard to English parties. To Marlborough, Whig and Tory were " detested names/* to Harley they were significant of "party tyranny." If Marlborough and Harley could have dispensed with party support, the one for the conduct of the war, the other for the retention of office, they might have remained on terms of political and personal friendship.
.-It was long before Marlborough could be persuaded to take up a position hostile to Harley, and it was only when he thought that the Lord Treasurer and the Tories were likely to hinder his opportunities as a soldier, that he was willing to take actively the side of the Whigs. But by the time that Harley was placed in office by the Queen in 1710, Maryborough's friendship had turned to dislike. " He will continue by the army," he writes to the Duchess in October 1710, when the new Parliament was being elected. And he continues, " I detest Mr. Harley, but think I have lived long enough in the world to be able to distinguish between reason and faction." Years before he had written to his wife, " I meddle with no business but what belongs to the army." It was vexation at the hindrance which Harley, whom he now rightly
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